Greetings From the Hag Up North

Not sure how the weather is down your way but up here we are “re-experiencing” the month of August…hot!!!  Hard to believe that as we near the END of September, the temperatures are still hitting the high 20s and even into 30 degrees Celsius!  As much as we are enjoying it, so are the flies and the skeeters!  The bot flies I think are the worse and my horse’s legs are covered.  It is going to take a lot of time and patience to scrape them off!

Because the weather had been so hot and even humid, which I find hard to take considering we live on the Prairies, I missed a couple of riding lessons with Eddie.  I think he appreciated it as much as I did!  So this week was the first time in 2 ½ weeks that I rode him.  He did pretty well and I think we are up to around 40 rides.  He is still a long way from being “right” with his training but once he goes to the trainers in December for a couple of months, I am hoping that will change.  In the meantime I plan on taking a closer look at dressage.  Yes, you heard me right!  This wanna- be cowgirl has had her interest peeked!  Why not?  You only live once and they say “live like you were dying”…..

Of course I will try the English style of riding on good ol’ faithful Guinness.  That should help me get my balance as I still feel “awkward” (if that’s the right word to use) in the saddle.  Could be the saddle itself too.  It doesn’t feel like its putting me in the right position.  Something I will need to save my pennies for.

I am patiently waiting to hear if my husband, who is still in Edmonton, will be able to make it home for two weeks prior to his departure to Afghanistan in October.  Time is running out and I sure don’t like this waiting game the military makes you play!  There are still a lot of things I could use help with in order to get ready for winter!  I am not mechanically inclined at all and will need help learning to drive the tractor!  

I spent one weekend this month camping/riding in the Souris River Valley
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not far from home.  It was the same ride as last September just the location was a bit different because of the heavy rainfall we had for a day or two.  None the less, the weekend was tremendous and we all really enjoyed the riding and the camaraderie!  The Cowboy Church Service
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, outdoors under a blue sky, was excellent as usual.  We were privileged enough to have the Saturday night supper catered by a local butcher and the food was amazing and tasted great!  But then after a long day of riding, food always tastes great!  The country we road through was everything from hills and river crossings, to bush and wide open fields….you couldn’t help but be in awe of everything around you!  An awesome time!













Roedham House Ranch has acquired two new additions to the four legged family.  We were given two Alpacas!  Rocco and Trooper 
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are four year old half brothers and adorable!  They aren’t quite as shy as our Joey (he is white, they are light brown) and come running whether you have grain for them or not.  Although they aren’t a touch feely type of animal, there is something about them that just makes you sigh….they are a joy to watch.  They remind me of deer…very quiet in their movement and very graceful.  These two boys are gelded and our Joey isn’t so I have been keeping them apart for now.  He is to get fixed within the next two weeks.  I did have them together but he was very dominant and picked on them continuously and I didn’t want them to be driven into or through the fence so have kept them separate.  They aren’t much work but they are a bundle of joy.  They make me feel peaceful when I watch them.  Now we are up to five horses, two donkeys, three alpacas, five dogs and numerous cats…and then there is me to look after them.  No small chore but the gratitude is tremendous both physically and mentally!  Like good friends, they are a blessing from God!

And on that note friends, take care and Happy Trails from your Hag Up North!

